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, STATION $KA 21/11/60 
A.L.P. BROADCAST PRESENTED BY DON DUNSTAN 
MEMBER FOR NORWOOD 
Good Evening, 
The Aust ra l ian Labor Party has in the pas t three years 
es tabl ished a number of standing committees of i t s Federal 
Conference to prepare i n d e t a i l i t s po l i c i e s mgY«Vann> 
ttaexxBK* f o r the next Federal E lec t ions . The A.L.P. subjec ts 
i t a po l i c i e s t o close and continual scru t iny and i s always 
prepared to s e t them f o r t h in d e t a i l f o r the e l e c t o r s . I t i s 
s trange to read in the Advert iser of the Labor Party being 
urged to re - th ink i t s p o l i c i e s . I t i s always doing j u s t t h a t . 
Unlike Labor, the Libera ls do not s e t f o r t h t h e i r po l i c i e s 
in d e t a i l . They simply have a shor t statement of b e l i e f s which 
a re so pious and vague as to leave any voter reading i t in 
considerable doubt as to what the Liberals prop&se to do - i f 
anything. 
Well now, l e t me t e l l you of one se t of proposals already 
adopted by the Labor Party - proposals f o r amendment of the 
present f e d e r a l hea l th scheme. This does not go as f a r as 
Labor would l i k e i n providing a hea l th scheme open to a l l , but 
i t does provide a scheme which i s p rac t i cab le within the 
framework of the present Federal cons t i t u t i on . 
General P r a c t i t i o n e r serv ice : 
(a) Encouragement, with adequate subs id ies , of group arrangement 
with medical p r a c t i t i o n e r s f o r medical services t o groups on 
e i t h e r a s a l a r i e s or a per capi ta ba s i s . 
(b) Repeal requirement tha t to obtain Commonwealth benef i t the 
pa t i en t must be a subscr iber t o a reg is te red soc ie ty . Some 
f i n a n c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to remain with the p a t i e n t . Voluntary 
insurance to be encouraged. 
(c) Provision of s a l a r i ed medical serv ice f o r sparsely s e t t l e d 
areas and provisions of funds to subs id ise medical and nursing 
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services in country areas genera l ly . 
Hosp i ta l i sa t ion : 
(a) A nat ional hosp i ta l serv ice including h o s p i t a l i s a t i o n 
without charge and without means t e s t in public wards of public 
hosp i ta l s and equivalent f i n a n c i a l benef i t s f o r pa t i en t s in 
approved p r iva t e hosp i t a l s and in intermediate and pr iva te wards 
of public h o s p i t a l s . 
(b) Repeal requirement tha t to obtain major port ion of 
Commonwealth benef i t the pa t i en t must be a subscr iber to a 
reg i s te red s o c i e t y . Voluntary insurance to be encouraged. 
S p e c i a l i s t Service: 
Pa t ien ts i n a l l wards of public hosp i ta l s to have the option 
of u t i l i s i n g , without chargej the services of s p e c i a l i s t s 
( p a r t i c u l a r l y surgeons) remunerated by s a l a r i e d or sess ional f e e ; 
the number of such s p e c i a l i s t s to be increased as demand f o r 
t h e i r se rv ice increases . 
Mental Hospi ta ls : 
(a) The Commonwealth to f inance expansion of the number of 
s p e c i a l i s t s and a n c i l l a r y personnel to t r e a t inmates i n mental 
hosp i t a l s . 
(b) The Commonwealth to o f f e r to the Sta tes the f inance , 
necessary to build mental hosp i t a l s to r e l i e v e the present over-
crowding and to provide e f f e c t i v e t reatment . 
Dental Service: 
A complete f r e e dental serv ice f o r a l l chi ldren under the age 
of 16 years a t Commonwealth cos t , to be es tabl i shed by co-opera-
t i o n with the S t a t e s and the dental profess ion . 
Optical Service: 
Free optometric service f o r a l l chi ldren under the age of 
16 years a t Commonwealth cos t . 
Deafness: 
The aim s h a l l be t o make hearing a ids ava i lab le d i r e c t from 
Government f a c t o r s to a l l who need them. For t h i s purpose the 
Commonwealth Accoustic Laboratories to be extended as rapidly 
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as poss ib le . Meantime, such aid to be provided f r e e to chi ldren 
under the age of 16 years , to pensioners and to o thers unable 
to pay fo r them. 
Preventive Medicine: 
Active and s u b s t a n t i a l support f o r preventive medicine 
espec ia l ly in i t s app l i ca t ion to indust ry and f o r inves t iga t ions 
of i radiat ion hazards. 
Research: 
(a) The Commonwealth to sponsor v i s i t s t o Austral ian medical 
schools by persons eminent in medicine f o r overseas. 
(b) The Commonwealth to endow v i s i t i n g Chairs and lectureships 
in the medical schools of the u n i v e r s i t i e s of Aus t ra l ia , to be 
temporarily tenable by overseas a u t h o r i t i e s in mediciae. 
Medical Education: 
Provision of add i t iona l medical schools in the Univers i t i es 
to ensure -
(a) medical c lasses small enough to enable personal a t t e n t i o n 
and t u i t i o n to be given the s tudents ; 
(b) a teaching load which does not i n h i b i t research by the 
teaching s t a f f . 
a 
Fellowships and Scholarships: 
A system of Commonwealth medical and dental scholarships 
t o be es tabl ished to be ava i lab le to approved undergraduates who 
cont rac t to work f o r the purposes of the Commonwealth f o r a 
s p e c i f i c period a f t e r graduationp extension of fe l lowships a t the 
postgraduate l e v e l , t o be ava i l ab le without means t e s t , and with 
an adequate l iv ing allowance. 
Cons t i tu t iona l Power: 
The Commonwealth Const i tu t ion to be amended to confer on 
the Federal parliament power concurrent with tha t of the S ta tes 
in matters of hea l th , including power to provide Australia-wide 
cont ro l of the standard said pur i ty of drugs and a l s o the 
r e g i s t r a t i o n of an Austral ia-wide bas i s of medical, denta l and 
a l l i e d personnel. 
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Pre-na ta l and Maternity Care and treatment to be provided without 
charge. 
Domiciliary -Services: Badiating from hosp i ta l s e t c . to be 
provided f o r the treatment of chronic and convalescing pa t i en t s 
in co-operation with t h e i r own physician. Extension of home 
help schemes . 
Pensioner Medical Service to be ava i lab le to a l l pensioners 
under the Commonwealth Social Services a c t . 
Federal Diagnostic Cl in ics to be es tab l i shed . 
A r t i f i c i a l Limbs to be provided without charge to those in 
necessi tous circumstances requi r ing them. 
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